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A
Abstinence
Abuse
Action
Administration
Advaita
Affliction
Africa
Aggressor
Agriculture
Ahimsa
Anekantavad
Anger
Angle
Appeasement
Armaments
Army
Art
Asceticism
Astrology
Atheist
Atom Bomb
Autocracy
B
Banker
Basic Education
Beast
Beauty
Bhagavadgita (Gita)
* The Sermon on the Mount
Birth
Birth Control
Blame
Bolshevism
See Communism
Bone
Boycott
Brahmins-Brahminism
Brave-Bravery
British - See Englishman
Brother – Brotherhood
Brute – Brute Force
Buddha – Buddhism
C
Calamity
Capital – Capitalism
Castles In The Air
*Janak, philosopher-king of Videha, father of Sita.
Cattle
Celibacy
Changeless
Character
Charkha (Spinning Wheel)
Chastity
Children
Christ-Christianity
Citizenship
Civil Disobedience
Civilization
Civil Resistance
Cleanliness
Coercion
Communism-Bolshevism
*M. N. Roy- Radical Humanist
Compromise
Compulsion
Concentration
Conduct
Confession
Conscience
Constructive Programme
Contentment
Control
Conversion
Co-operation
Copyright
Correction
Corruption
Cottage Industry
Courage
Cow
Coward-Cowardice
Creator
Crime
Criticism
Cruel
Culture
D
Daridranarayana
Death
Debt
Deception
Defeat
Defence
* For defence of France constructed by France on her frontier
**For defence of Germany constructed by Germany on her frontier
Democracy
Dependence
Desire
Despair
Destiny
Devotee – Devotion (Bhakti)
Diagnosis
Dignity
Diplomacy
Disarmament
Discipline
Disease
Dishonesty
Distinctions
Distrust
Divine Rights
Divinity
Doctor
Dominion Status
Dream
Drink
Duty
E
Earth
Earthquake
Economics
Education
Effort
Employment
Enemy
Englishman-English Language
Equality
Ethics
Euclid
Europe
Evil
Evolution
Experiments
Exploitation
F
Faith
Fast – Fasting
Fear – Fearless
Fight
Fire
Flag
Flattery
Force
Foreign Cloth
Forgiveness
Freedom
Friends – Friendship
G
Gandhism
Gentleness
Germany
Gifts
God
Gold
Golden Rule
Good – Goodness
Goondas
Govt. – Government of India
Grave
Gravitation
Greatness
H
Handicraft
Handsome
Hanuman
Happiness
Harijan
Haste
Hate – Hatred
Health
Helplessness
Himalayas
Hindi
Hindu – Hinduism
History
Hitler
Honesty
Hope
Hostility
Human Dignity
Human Family
Humanity
Human Nature
Humility
Hunger
Hunger – Strike
Hypocrisy
I
Ideal
Idleness
Idol – Idolatry
Ignorance
Illiteracy
Imitation
Immoral
Immortal
Impatience
Imperialists – Imperialism
Imposition
Impossible
Impression
Independence
India – Indians
* Mandalay in Burma where Indian leaders goaled by British authorities were kept in the old palace serving as goal. Lokmanya B. G. Tilak was imprisoned at Mandalay during 1908 – 14.
Indiscipline
Individualism
Inequality
Inheritance
Injustice
Inner Voice
Innocent
Interdependence
Internationalism
Intolerance
Iron
Islam
J
Japan
Jealousy
Journalism
Joy
Justice
K
Karma Yoga
Khadi – Khaddar
Kisan
Knowledge
L
Labour
Language
Law
Leaders
Learning
Legislatures
Liberty
Life
Lions
Literacy
Literature
Lokamanya Tilak
Love
M
Machine - Machinery
Mahabharata
Mahatma
Majority
Man – Mankind
Marriage
Masses
Military – Militarization
Millions
Mind
Minority
Misdeeds
Missionary
Mistrust
Mobs – Mobocrary
Moral Force – Morality
Mortification
Mother – Motherhood
Mother – Tongue
Murder
Museums
Music
N
Narcotics
Nation – National – Nationalism
Nature
Nature Cure
Non-Co-Operation
Non-co-operation means refusal both to help the sinner in his sin and not to accept any help or gift from him till he has repented. XX-34
Nonviolence
**Addressed to every Briton
O
Obedience
Ocean
Oppression
Optimist
Organization
Orthodox
P
Parliament
Passion
Passive Resistance
Patience
Patient
Patriotism
Peace
People
Perfect – Perfection
Picketing
Pledge
Poetry
Police
Politics – Political
Pomp
Poor – Poverty
Possible
Power
Prayer
* A Vedic prayer
Preaching
Prison
Progress
Prohibition
Promise
Propaganda
Prophets
Public Opinion
Punishment
Pure – Purity- Purification
R
Rama – Ramanama – Ram Raj
Rationalism
Reading
Realization
Reason
Rebellion
Reform – Reformer
Regularity
Religion
Renunciation
Repose
Repression
Research
Resolution
Responsibility
Restraint
Retaliation
Retirement
Revolutionary
Reward
Rich
Ridicule
Right
Right Angle
Risk
Rome
Rose
S
Sacrifice
Sad
Saint
Salt
Salvation
Sanitation
Sanskrit
Satan
Satyagraha- Satyagrahi
Scavenger
Schools
Science
Scriptures
Self
Self-Confidence
Self-Control
Self-Defence
Self-Determination
Self-Government
Self-Immolation
Self-Indulgence
Selflessness
Self-Pity
Self-Realization
Self-Reliant
Self-Respect
Self-Restraint
Self-Righteousness
Self-Rule
Self-Sacrifice
Self-Suffering
Self-Supporting
Self-Surrender
Service
Silence
Simplicity
Slave-Slavery
Small Things
Smoking
Socialism
Society
Soldier
Sorrow
Soul-Soul-Force
Spiritual-Spiritualism
Starvation
State
Strikes
Strong-Strength
Struggle
Student
Success
Suffering
* A mythological hero who withstood all persecution bravely
Superiority
Superman
Superstition
Supreme Judge
Swadeshi
Swaraj
*The great river of Bengal formed after the confluence of the Ganga with the Brahmaputra
Sword
T
Taboo
Taxation
Teacher
Temples
Temptation
Terrorism
Thinking
Thoughts
Time
Tolerance- Toleration
Tolstoy
Tools
Tragedy
Treachery
Trust
Truth
U
Understanding
Unity
Universal
University
Untouchability
*Earthquake disaster of Jan.1934
Untruth
Utility
V
Vaccination
Varnashram Dharma
Vedas
Vegetarianism
Vice
Victory
Villages
* North-West Frontier Province of undivided India prior to 1947
Violence-Himsa
Virtue
Vow
W
War
Waste
Wealth
Welfare
Widow– Widowhood
T-2-227
Woman
MM-294
Work
World
Worship
*cf of a popular saying that all pebbles (Kanakrs) in the Narmada are the Shankars (stones to be worshipped)
Wrong
Y
Yajna
Youth
KEY TO SOURCES
Numerals after each epigram refer to the pages of volumes indicated by the following abbreviations. Where publisher is not mentioned, it is Navajivan Publishing House, Ahmedabad. | |
MM | Mind of Mahatma Gandhi (Ed. Prabhu & Rao), 3rd Edn., 1968 |
T | (Followed by Vol. No.) Mahatma (D.G. Tendulkar) Vols. 1-8; 2nd Edn.(1960), Publications Division |
I to XXVI | The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi, Publications Division |
TIG | Truth is God, Ed. R. K. Prabhu(1955) |
EWE | Evil Wrought by the English Medium, R. K. Prabhu(1958) |
MOG | The Message of the Gita, R. K. Prabhu (1959) |
MGCG | Mahatma Gandhi: Correspondence with the Government (1959) |
Bunch | A Bunch of Old Letters, J. Nehru (Asia, 1958) |
YI | Young India (1919-1932): English weekly journal, published from Bombay as a bi-weekly, under Gandhiji's supervision from May 7, 1919, and as a weekly from Ahmedabad, with Gandhiji as editor from October 8, 1919. |
GLOSSARY
Acharya | Teacher |
Advaita | Hindu philosophy of Monism or Non-dualism |
Agiari | Zoroastrian fire-temple |
Ahimsa | Nonviolence ; in its positive aspect-love for all living things |
Allah | Muslim name of God |
Amanitvam | Humility |
Aparigraha | Non-possession |
Arati | Blessing with lights |
Ardhangana | Woman; the better half |
Ashram | Abode of spiritual teacher; place for disciplined community living; stage of life |
Asoka | Indian monarch of 3rd century B.C. famed for his renunciation of empire andconquest andfor his rock-edicts embodying Buddhist dharma |
Asthis | Burned bones collected from a funeral fire |
Atman | Soul |
Atishudra | One lower than the Kshudra, the fourth caste at the bottom of Hindu social hierarchy; ‘untouchable’ |
Avatar | Literally’ a ‘descent’ : incarnation of a deity, especially of Vishnu in the Hindu Trinity |
Bansi | Bamboo flute as of the divine cowherd, Sri Krishna |
Bapu, Bapuji | Father, term of affection used for Gandhi |
Bardoli | Gujarat village, connected with the Civil Disobedience Movement |
Bhagwadgita | (see ‘The Gita’) |
Bhakti | Devotion |
Bhangi | Scavenger, sweeper |
Bharat Mata | Mother India |
Bibhishan | Brother of Ravana, in the Ramayana, known for his wise counsel |
Bhogabhumi | Land of Enjoyment |
Boodan Yajna | Land Gift |
Brahma | Hindu name of God the Creator, one of the Trinity |
Brahmachari | A Celibate; one who observes Brahmacharya |
Brahmacharya | Celibacy; code of conduct involving strict observance of chastity or continence in the pursuit of learning, philosophy and God Member of the first of the four castes, whose first duty is the study and teaching of the Vedas and the performance of sacrifices and other religious rituals |
Buddha | The Founder of Buddhism, b. about 563, d. about 483 B.C.; also known as Gautama, Siddhartha, Sakyamuni, etc |
Chaddar | Shawl |
Chaintanya | Bengali religious reformer of the 15th century A.D., WHO IS WORSHIPPED BY HIS FOLLOWERS as an incarnation of Sri Krishna |
Chakki | Grinding wheel or mill |
Chapati | Thin flat cakes made of flour; unleavened bread |
Charkha | Spinning wheel |
Dal | Dal |
Dandi March | March undertaken by Gandhiji from March 12 to April 5, 1930, from his Sabarmati Ashram to the coastal village of Dandi, about 100 miles distant, with a view to breaking the Salt Law by picking up natural salt from the sea-shore. His arrest at Dandi was followed by a country-wide movement of Civil Disobedience famous as the Salt Satyagraha. |
Damayanti | Damayanti |
Daridranarayana | God in the form of the poor and the destitute |
Darshan | The vision of the sanctity |
Dasharatha | King of Ayodhya, father of Rama, in the Ramayana |
Devanagri | The alphabet usually employed in writing Sanskrit, as well as various vernacular languages of central, western, and northern India |
Dayanand | Swami Dayanand Saraswati (1824-83), founder of the Arya Samaj |
Dharma | Religion; law of one’s being; righteousness; Hindu code of religion and morals or religious and moral duty |
Dharmaja | One born from a sense of duty |
Dharmayuddha | War fought for a righteous end by righteous means and methods |
Dheds | A community in Gujarat traditionally treated as ‘untouchable’ |
Dhoti | The long cloth worn by Indians from the waist |
Dhurna | ‘Sit-down’ strike; an early and crude form of Satyagraha |
Dnyandev | Boy poet-saint of Maharashtra of the 13th century A. D., AUTHOR OF DYANESWARI, A Marathi commentary on the Gita; also spelt as Dnyaneshwar or JNANESHWAR |
Draupadi | Consort of the Pandava PRINCES, IN THE Mahabharata |
Dublas | A backward shudra community of Gujarat |
Duryodhana | Head of the Kaurava Princes, in the Mahabharata |
Dyer | British General who fired on an unarmed assembly in Jallianwala Bagh, Amritsar on April 13, 1919, killing over 400 people |
Forecaster | Founder of religious system known as Zoroastrianism. He is also known as Zoroastrianism. He is also known as Zarathustra or Zerdusht. The Parsis of India, who are emigrants from Persia, are followers of this prophet. |
Ganga | The Sacred river Ganges of Northern India |
Ganja | Narcotic from the flower of Indian hemp |
Ghani | Village oil mill |
Gita | The ‘Song Celestial’; a Hindu scriptural work in Sanskrit verse, composed some centuries before the Christian era, in which Sri Krishna sums up the essence of Hindu religion and philosophy. |
Ghee | Clarified butter |
Gokhale | Gopal Krishna Gokhale (1866-1915), Indian politician, member of the Servants of India Society, whom Gandhiji acknowledged as his political guru. |
Goonda | A rowdy or hooligan |
Goondaism | Rowdyism |
Gopal | Cowherd; a name of Sri Krishna |
Gur | Jaggery, indigenous form of sugar molasses |
Guru | Teacher; Preceptor |
Goseva | Service of the cattle; cow-protection |
Gram Panchayat | Village tribune or 'Council of five' |
Gramseva | Village service |
Gram sevak | Person employed in village service |
Granth Saheb | The sacred book of the Sikhs |
Hakim | Practitioner of indigenous form of medicine |
Hanuman | The ‘Monkey-God’ who serves Rama in the Ramayana |
Harijans | Literally, children of god |
Hartal | Strike, suspension of normal business |
Hooghli | Westernmost branch of the River Ganges in the banks of which Calcutta is situated. |
Ishopanishad | One of the major Upanishads |
Jainism | Ancient Indian religion, one of the cardinal principles of which is non-violence |
Jains | Followers of Jainism |
Janak | Philosopher-king of Videha, foster-father of Sita, in the Ramayana |
Kabir | Poet-saint of northern India, who lived in the 15th century A.D. and who in his devotional songs, dwelt on the essential oneness of the Godhead and the harmony between Hinduism and Islam. |
Kama | lust |
Kamaja | One born of lust |
Karmabhumi | Land of duty |
Karmayogi | One who has devoted his life to action in the selfless service of others |
Khaddar, khadi | Hand-spun and hand-woven cloth |
Khilafat | The Caliph is the spiritual leader of Muslims. The Khilafat refers to his office |
Kisan | Peasant |
Koran | Muslim scripture |
Krishna | Divine hero and central figure of the epic, Mahabharata, who is worshipped by the Hindus as the 8th incarnation of God. |
Kshatriya | Member of the second (warrior) caste among Hindus |
Kukri | Curved knife or sword |
Lathis | Wooden pole, usually iron-tipped |
Lila, leela | Divine play or sport; the creation is often explained by the Vaishnavas as the leela of God, a conception that introduces elements of spontaneity and freedom into the universe. |
Lok Sevak Sangh | Society or association for the service of the people |
Mahabharata | The Hindu epic having for its theme the story of the great war between the Pandavas and the Kauravas, princes of the Lunar race who were cousins, rival claimants to the throne of Hastinapur, (ancient Delhi) |
Mahatma | Great soul, title given to Gandhiji |
Mahavir | 24th Tirthankar or Prophet of Jainism (b. about 540, d. about 468 B.C.) who is popularly regarded as its greatest promulgator, originally named Vridhamana |
Mahayajna | The great sacrifice or ritual of propitiation |
Mantra, Mantram | Sacred or magical incantation |
Manushya | Man |
Maulana | Title of respect given to learned Muslims |
Maulvi | Religious teacher |
Maya | Illusion; in Hindu philosophy Maya is the divine power which has created the cosmos |
Meerabai | Rajput princess of the 16th century A.D., who was a great devotee of Sri Krishna and who composed and sang innumerable songs in the praise of Him which have since become popular all over India. |
Moksha | Liberation from earthly bondage |
Muni | Sage; ancient seer |
Nai Talim | Literally, ‘new education’, name given to basic or craft education |
Namaskar | The Indian salute with folded hands |
Guru Nanak | Founder of Sikhism (b. 1469—d. 1538 or 1539 A.D.) |
Nirvana | Salvation, Buddhist equivalent of ‘Moksha’ |
Pancha, Panchayat | The five; the communal tribune or ‘council of five’ |
Panchayat Raj | Rule of the Panchayat |
Pandavas | The five brothers, princes of the Lunar Race, who were the victors in the Mahabharata war. |
Pandit | Scholars |
Pinjrapoles | Institutions for looking after old and disabled cattle |
Poorna Swaraj | Full-self-government or complete independence |
Prahlad | Son of Hiranyakashipu, a mythological demon-king; Prahlad’s worship of Vishnu led to persecution by his father who was ultimately slain by Narasimha, the ‘Man-Lion’ avatar of Vishnu. |
Pritam | Pritamdas, Gujarati poet of the 16thcentury A.D., who composed numerous devotional songs |
Raj | Kingdom, rule, regime |
Rajachandra | Raychandbhai Jain Saint and Philosopher, contemporary of Gandhiji, whom the latter acknowledged as his spiritual guru. He died in 1900. |
Ram, Rama | Hero of the epic, Ramayana, who is regarded as an ideal man and king, and worshipped as the 7th incarnation of God. |
Ramakrishna | Bengali saint (1836-86 A.D.) who was the guru of Swami Vivekananda and who taught the oneness of the Godhead and the basic harmony of all religions. The Ramakrishna Mission is named after him. |
Ramanama | Literally, kingdom of Rama; and ideal system of government |
Ramayana | The Hindu epic narrating the story of the abduction of Sita, wife of Rama; prince of Ayodhya, by Ravana, demon-king of Lanka (Ceylon), and her rescue after the conquest of Lanka by the armies led by Rama and the death of Ravana at the hands of Rama. |
Ramdhun | A song made up of repetitions of God's name |
Ramji Mandir | Rama’s temple |
Ravana | The demon-king of Lanka, whose abduction of Sita, led to his destruction at Rama’s hands, in the Ramayana. |
Sadavrat | Charity |
Sadhu | Ecstasy, and by extension the place where a great |
Sahadharmini | Wife |
Samadhi | Ascetic |
Samagra Gramseva | All-round village service |
Samskaras | Innate tendencies inherited from past life; religious customs |
Sanatanist | Faithful follower of ancient Vedic religion |
Sannyas | Abandonment of all worldly ties with view to fixing the mind on the Supreme Being |
Sannyasi | One who has taken to sannyas |
Sarvodaya | Welfare of all |
Satvika | Tending of truth |
Satya | Truth |
Satyagraha | Nonviolence Civil Disobedience or Recourse to truth-force or soul-force or passive resistance. |
Satyagrahi | One who practices Satyagraha |
Savitri | Wife of Satyavan who, according to legend, reclaimed his life from the God of Death |
Shankara | Hindu philosopher of the 8th century A.D., who was one of the foremost exponents of Non-dualism of the Vedanta school of philosophy |
Shastras | The Hindu Scriptures |
Shloka | Metrical verse or composition |
Shudra | Member of the fourth or menial caste among Hindus |
Sita | Wife of Rama |
Smritis | The Codes, bases on recollection of the Shastras |
Sthitaprajna | Literally, ‘one of steadfast mind’; a soul unaffected by extremes of joy and sorrow |
Sudama | The indigent boyhood friend and associate of Sri Krishna, whom the latter honours, in the Bhagavata |
Surdas | Blind Hindi poet of northern India who lived in the 16th century A.D.; his poetical work, Sursagar, narrating the story of Krishna, is immensely popular with Hindi-speaking Hindus |
Swadeshi | Belonging to or made in one’s country |
Swaraj | Self-rule |
Swargarohan Parva | The name of the last of the eighteen sections of the epic Mahabharata which describes how, when Yudhisthira, the eldest of the five Pandava brothers, retired to the Himalayas, towards the close of his life, and lost his wife and four brothers one after another, Indra appeared in his chariot to take him in the flesh to his (INDRA’S) Swarga, i.e., his heaven where mortals after death enjoy the results of their good deeds on earth. |
Tadgud | Jaggery prepared from the juice of palmyra fruit |
Tapascharya | Penance |
Tilaks | Caste-marks on the forehead |
Tonga | Two-wheeled horse-driven cart |
Tukaram | Poet-saint of Maharashtra who lived in the 17th century A.D. and who composed thousands of devotional songs |
Tulsidas | Hindi poet of Maharashtra who lived in the 17th century A.D. AND who composed, among other works, Ramacharitamanasa, (lit. The Holy Pool of the Life of Rama), retelling the epic story of the highest veneration by all Hindi-speaking Hindus |
Upanishad | Ancient Hindu philosophical treaties, appended to the Vedas and regarded as equally authoritative as the Vedas |
Urdu | Language based on Persian and Sanskrit dialects of North India |
Vaidyas | Practitioners of Ayurveda system or indigenous medicine |
Vaishnava | A votary of the cult of Vishnu |
Vaishyas | Members of the third (cultivator and mercantile) class among Hindus |
Vakil | Lawyer |
Valmiki | First of Sanskrit poets and author of the Hindu epic, Ramayana |
Varna | Color; one of the four divisions of the Hindu society (i.e., Brahman, Kshatriya, Vaishya and Shudra) based on hereditary occupations |
Varnashram | Four-fold divisions of Hindu society |
Vedanta | A system of philosophy springing from the Upanishads |
Vedas | Most ancient Hindu scriptures, composed of hymns to various deities. There are four collections of theses hymns, known as Rigveda, Samaveda, Yajurveda and Atharveda |
Vidyapith | Vidyapith |
Vidura | The low-born but ‘wise one' in the Mahabharata honoured by Sri Krishna |
Yajna | Ritual or religious sacrifice |
Yoga | Hindu system of contemplation for effecting union of the human soul with the Supreme Being |
Yogi | One who practices yoga |
Yudhishthira | Eldest of the Pandava Princes, celebrated for his right conduct |
Zamindar | Landholder |
Zend Avesta | Zoroastrian scriptures |
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